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The EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) held its 12th 

meeting on 12-13 February 2018 in Tirana, under the co-chairmanship of Ms Monica Macovei 

for the European Parliament delegation and Mr Taulant Balla for the Assembly of Albania 

delegation.  
 
It exchanged views with: 
 
- Ms Romana Vlahutin, EU Ambassador to Albania on behalf of the High Representative pf 

the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and of the European Commission, 

 
- Mr Ditmir Bushati, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the Government 

of the Republic of Albania (MFA). 

 

The members of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee addressed the 

following subjects: 
 

 State of play of the EU-Albania relations, 

 Progress in the implementation of the rule of law, judicial reform, and the vetting process, 

 Political dialogue in Albania in support of the EU integration process, 

 2017 General Elections and electoral reform; findings and recommendations by the OSCE, 

 Fight against corruption, organised crime and money laundering; measures against 

cultivation of cannabis and drug trafficking. 

  



 

 

The Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 3 of its 

Rules of Procedure and Article 122 of the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Agreement, 

addresses the following Recommendations to the Stabilisation and Association Council and 

to the institutions of Albania and of the European Union: 

 
1. Reiterates its full support for the opening of Albania's accession negotiations to the 

European Union; notes the sustained progress and political commitment to EU related 
reforms and calls on Albania to maintain this positive reform momentum; setting a 
date for the opening of accession negotiations would provide a powerful incentive for 
adopting and implementing the whole set of EU-related reforms;  
 

2. Welcomes the 6 February 2018 Commission Communication on A credible 
enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans; 
underlines that the Commission is ready to prepare recommendations to open 
accession negotiations with Albania on the basis of fulfilled conditions; 

 
3. Underlines, however, the need to see concrete results, notably on justice reform and 

the vetting of judges, prosecutors and legal advisors, which are at the core of the 
Commission’s conditional recommendation for the opening of accession negotiations;  

 
4. Supports the role of the International Monitoring Operation to oversee the vetting 

process, underlining that it does not diminish the ownership and responsibility of the 
Albanian authorities; calls on the Albanian executive and parliamentary authorities to 
ensure that adequate resources are allocated to the vetting bodies in all phases of the 
process, in order to ensure their continued and independent functioning; periodic 
need-assessments and reviews are necessary to guarantee such consistent allocation; 

 
5. Takes note of the positive results of the internationally-mediated agreement, which 

led to the holding of elections on 25 June 2017 with the participation of all parties; 
regrets, however, the persistent political polarization and the political stalemate in 
Albania prior to the agreement; 

 
6. Reminds, therefore, the importance of genuine political dialogue and sustainable 

cross-party cooperation on reforms related to the EU accession process; underlines, 
that this process should be accompanied by a serious commitment of all parties, 
government and opposition, to positively contribute to Albania’s progress in the EU 
accession; recalls that political debate shall take place within Parliament with full 
respect of existing laws and procedures; reminds that Albania’s European road and 
the reforms are to the benefit of the Albanian people prevailing over any political 
dispute and therefore urges all the political parliamentary and non parliamentary 
parties as well as all the stakeholders to find a consensus in these vital matters for the 
Albanians;  

 
7. Takes note of the OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission final report on the 2017 

parliamentary elections in Albania; regrets, that due to the political stalemate, 
discussions to amend the electoral legal framework prior to June 2017 parliamentary 
elections had stalled;  



 

 

 
8. Insists on the need for a full follow-up on all OSCE/ODIHR recommendations and for 

the electoral reform to be implemented without delay and in due time before the next 
elections, including consistent implementation of measures to stop and prevent vote 
buying and any form of pressure on voters as provided for by the Albanian Criminal 
Code; welcomes the establishment of the ad hoc Parliamentary Committee on 
Electoral Reform and underlines the need to restore the public trust in the integrity of 
the electoral process; reminds that free and fair elections are essential for Albania’s 
further progress in the EU accession; 

 
9. Calls for a stronger role of the Albanian Parliament in the EU accession process, 

including monitoring the implementation of the reforms and their compliance with EU 
standards and ensure proper representation for the opposition; welcomes the 
initiative to draft a Code of Conduct for MPs and calls for its swift adoption and entry 
into force;  reminds the need to include the civil society in the reform and the electoral 
processes and the need for more transparency, civil society and parliamentary 
oversight; 

 
10. Calls on Albania to step up efforts and present tangible and sustainable results in the 

fight against corruption and organised crime performed by independent and impartial 
prosecutors and judges and to continue making efforts towards the establishment of  
a solid track record of effective pro-active investigations, prosecutions and final 
dissuasive convictions in cases of organised crime, corruption, money laundering, etc. 
at all levels and to ensure their irreversibility; underlines that high ranking officials 
should not benefit from different treatment compared to ordinary citizens, should 
they be charged; calls on the Albanian authorities to maintain a strong operational 
focus on the fight against corruption, organised crime and money laundering, 
including in particular cannabis cultivation and trafficking; these are all top rule of law 
priorities, along with the full implementation of the justice system reform proved by 
a relevant and irreversible track record; 

 
11. Takes note of the Action Plan against cannabis cultivation and trafficking 2017-2020 

and stresses the importance of creating the conditions for its effective 
implementation; calls on further cooperation with the EU Member States in the fight 
against cannabis cultivation and trafficking; reminds that there is a clear link between 
poverty, high unemployment, corruption and the flourishing cannabis trade; 
expresses further concern and calls for consistent measures against all drugs, including 
hard drugs; calls, therefore, to further strengthen measures aiming to eradicate 
irreversibly drug cultivation, production and trafficking, and particularly to identify, 
prosecute and convict through dissuasive sanctions the criminal networks behind the 
narcotics trade and to ensure in practice the freezing and confiscation of the criminal 
products, instrumentalities and benefits of these criminal activities;  
 

12. Welcomes the decrease in the number of unfounded asylum applications by Albanian 
citizens in the EU Member States in 2017 and calls on the Albanian authorities to 
further address the causes of the still large number of applicants; 

 



 

 

13. Urges Albanian authorities to ensure full protection of and respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms throughout Albania; welcomes the adoption of a 
framework Law on Minorities, which abolished the differentiation between national 
minorities and ethno-linguistic communities and introduced the principle of self-
identification; calls on Albania to advance with the adoption of the necessary 
secondary legislation and to revise existing relevant legislation, in order to ensure the 
implementation in practice of the principles and rights enshrined in the new 
framework law on minorities; 
 

14. Calls the Albanian authorities to take effective measures to fight the increasing 
domestic violence and eradicate social exclusion, discrimination and incidents of hate 
speech against Roma and Egyptian population, persons with disabilities, LGBTIs and 
other vulnerable groups; calls on Albanian authorities to implement the Constitutional 
Court’s decision on the new law on the restitution and compensation of property 
rights and to show an increased track record on these matters;  
 

15. Encourages Albania to continue on the path of reforms undertaken in the area of 
ameliorating business climate; calls on the Albanian authorities to properly assess 
public investment and strengthen PPP oversight; 
 

16. Takes note of Albania’s ranking in international press freedom indexes, cases of self-
censorship and influence of economic and political interests, as well as political 
interference in the media; underlines that better implementation of legislation 
guaranteeing freedom of expression is needed, including the implementation of the 
labour code to strengthen the protection of labour and social rights of Albanian 
journalists and show a positive track record on these matters;  

 
Acknowledges Albania’s positive role in maintaining and deepening good neighbourly 
relations and cooperation, and encourages Albania to further enhance its role; 
reiterates that good neighbourly relations and regional stability are essential elements 
of the Stabilisation and Association and the enlargement processes; commends the 

full alignment of Albania with EU foreign and security policy. 


